THE RIDE OF SILENCE™ WILL NOT BE QUIET

“On May 16, 2007, at 7:00 PM, the Ride of Silence™ began in North America and roll across the globe. Cyclists will take to the roads in a silent procession to honor cyclists who have been killed or injured while cycling on public roadways. Although cyclists have a legal right to share the road with motorists, the motoring public often isn't aware of these rights, and sometimes not aware of the cyclists themselves.” www.rideofsilence.org

RIDE OF SILENCE – PASADENA/Rose Bowl  -- Wednesday, 5/16/07 – 

By Dorothy Wong

Last night at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena 117 riders met to ride three slow-paced laps in silence in tribute to our fallen So Cal cyclists who lost their lives or have been injured while cycling on public roadways.  Three laps in memory… it could have easily been one of us and I for one, was hoping this ride would help bring awareness to an all too common problem.  

When we arrived at the check-in tent, hosted by PAA, we were given colored ribbons to wear as armbands.  BLACK in memory of our fallen riders and RED if you were injured as a result of an accident with an automobile.  Sadly, many of us were wearing red.  About 10 minutes before the start, ride leader, Rick Babington explained the meaning of the ride, reading names of friends lost and then asked us if we knew others… slowly, a name was called, then another, and another.  Just about all of us knew someone.  Then the Fallen Rider poem was read…

Tonight we number many but ride as one.  

In honor of those not with us, friends, mothers, fathers, sisters, sons 

With helmets on tight and heads down low,

We ride in silence, cautious and slow 

The wheels start spinning in the lead pack 

But tonight we ride and no one attacks 

The dark sunglasses cover our tears 

Remembering those we held so dear 

Tonight we ride is to make others aware 

The road is there for all to share 

To those not with us or by our side, 

May God be your partner on your final ride

- Mugai
At 7pm, we began our ride of silence, 2 by 2 along the Rose Bowl loop many of us charge full speed around in training rides each week.  But today, it meant so much more.  Not only of the lives lost, but also how much their loved ones must miss them.  

We must not forget how important our awareness and behavior on the bike is.  And just as important, helping bring awareness of SHARE THE ROAD to our community.  

As the ride concluded we said our goodbyes in peaceful reflection of how precious life is, knowing we’ll be out on our bikes again.  We ride for you our fallen riders.  

For more information on the Ride of Silence go to:  www.RideofSilence.org
